
 

Table of contents 
 
Preface ........................................................................................................9 
Wartime Backdrop .....................................................................................13 

Military situation .................................................................................................. 13 
Economic environment ......................................................................................... 13 
Developments in 1944 .......................................................................................... 14 
Ernst Heinkel Aircraft Works ................................................................................ 18 
Production............................................................................................................ 21 

Project “Kleinst-Jäger“ [Midget Fighter] ....................................................31 
Project commissioned by the Reichsluftfahrtministerium (RLM) ............................ 31 
Development work at Heinkel................................................................................ 32 
Developments undertaken by competing companies ............................................. 43 

“Volksjäger“ [People’s Fighter]...................................................................49 
Selection process .................................................................................................. 49 
Contract placed with Heinkel ................................................................................ 66 

Development of the He 162 .......................................................................69 
Constructional description of the production model 162 ....................................... 71 
Prototype Heinkel He 162 V-1 ............................................................................. 126 
Construction of prototypes and pilot series ......................................................... 134 

Manufacturing the He 162.......................................................................179 
Environment....................................................................................................... 179 
Series production................................................................................................ 193 
Production output............................................................................................... 224 
Delivered aircraft ................................................................................................ 227 

The He 162 in action...............................................................................233 
Operating instructions for pilots ......................................................................... 235 
Test Detachment 162.......................................................................................... 262 
Fighter Wing 1 “Oesau“....................................................................................... 266 
Allied spoils of war.............................................................................................. 273 

Conclusions.............................................................................................289 
Appendix .................................................................................................293 

Versions of the He 162 (side elevations 1:72)....................................................... 294 
Four-elevation views of the He 162 in scale 1:48 ................................................. 305 
Colour schemes, markings and other illustrations .............................................. 323 
Propulsion units ................................................................................................. 342 
Armament........................................................................................................... 360 
Cockpit ............................................................................................................... 372 
Heinkel He 162 in museums ............................................................................... 378 
Air attacks against German fuel production........................................................ 383 
Abbreviations and equivalent terms .................................................................... 386 
Glossary of terms................................................................................................ 389 
Index of individuals, place names and subjects................................................... 397 
List of sources and bibliography ......................................................................... 402 

Annotations.............................................................................................413 


